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dates, for however sensational the others may be, it is
these six that determined them.
Let us pick them out in chronological order :
August 2ist, 1939. Announcement of the German-
Soviet pact.
September ist.   Invasion of Poland by Germany.
March 20th, 1940.   Resignation of M. Daladier.
March 2ist-22nd.   Reynaud Ministry.
May loth. German offensive by the invasion of Belgium
and Holland.
June i6th. Resignation of the Reynaud Cabinet in
consequence of the decision of the French Council of
Ministers to ask Hitler his conditions of peace.
It is within the framework of these dates that we shall
see the honour of France played fast and loose with in
conditions that no man could foresee, and between May
loth and June i6th we shall witness chiefly the unrolling,
with the rapidity of a cinematographic dream, of events
each one of which would in itself belong to the domain of
the extraordinary, whilst their sum total constitutes one
of the most amazing catastrophes in human history.
Within less than two months of the invasion of Belgium
and Holland and of the German offensive which followed
from it, not only had the front held by the French army,
the Belgian army and the British Expeditionary Force
been broken, not only had the King of the Belgians capitu-
lated, not only had almost the whole of France been over-
run, not only had the French Government, in total disregard
of the word given by its predecessor, begged for an armistice,
accepted its humiliating conditions and delivered itself
over, bound hand and foot, to the victorious enemy and
the belligerents of the twelfth hour, but the men who,
under the horsewhip of Hitler and the protection of Musso-
lini, directed, if one can call it directing, the destinies of
France, had completed the rupture with their friend, with
England, with their companions in the struggle, and
thrown down the political edifice of the Nation to substitute